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RELIGION AND POLITICS 


The conviction that religion and politics must be kept separate is not 
peculiar to United States Senators. It reflects a point of view that is 
common among Americans generally. ‘To some extent our national 
attitude in this respect is camouflaged by the ritualistic manipulation of 
religious language in our political oratory and the formal invocation of 
God on most state occasions. The casual observer might easily conclude 
from these that our conviction is quite other than it actually is. But these 
are the merest gestures. If the men who make them were asked to ela- 
borate on the relationship between their Christian faith and what they 
have just said, they would either make an outright disclaimer or fall back 
on some moralistic generalization that would be no more Christian than 
Hindu. Religion is often waved from the political platform along with 
motherhood and the American flag. But it is commonly regarded as 
having no more to do with practical politics than either of these other 
two.— WILLIAM MUEHL in Politics for Christians, soon to be published 


by Association Press, New York. See also page 5. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Appreciates Old Testament Clarification 





Position of Judaism 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Some one of your friends sent me the 
following three copies of THE PRrEsBy- 
TERIAN OUTIOOK: May 3, 1954; March 14, 
1955 and February 5, 1956, as well as 
three reprints of articles published in THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK: “Tradition vs. 
the Word of God,” “The Wicked Flee,” 
“Segregation and Bible Teaching.” 

May I tell you how impreseed I was 
by these series of articles. May God bless 
you and your effort to bring the light of 
his truth upon the dark path which all our 
people must walk on the road to a greater 
understanding among men. 

I was particularly thrilled to read the 
various articles which refuted the perverse 
argumentation allegedly based on the Old 
Testament that the uniqueness and sep- 
arateness of the Jewish people, was jus- 
tification for separation between the white 
and the Negro race. I think that your 
various commentators have pointed out 
well that the peculiar nature of the Jew- 
ish community with its emphasis on par- 
ticularistic customs and traditions was 
intended to serve a religious purpose, in 
order to help this better serve its mission 
as chosen of God and witness to his way 
of life. 

Judaism contains within it a particular- 
istic unique tension, so that while much 
of its tradition demands such particular- 
istic trappings, the purpose of such par- 
ticularism is universal in scope and de- 
mands of our people involvement in and 
of the world. In order to witness to God’s 
word, we are called upon to share in fel- 
lowship with, to care and provide for our 
brother, whatever his color or his creed. 
True, we would wish to maintain that 
which is unique in particular in our own 
religious heritage but we would witness 
as well to a universal God, and this can 
be achieved only if we mingle freely with 
and mix among our brethren. 

And so, the chosen people scattered over 
the face of the world, seek fellowship 
with all who would come to know the one 
true God. 

For that reason, therefore, we would 
join with you gladly in making common 
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Presbyterian U. S. Series 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


Sunday, Mar. 18 


Topic: 
“Christ, and God 
in the Present” 


Speaker 
Dr. David L. 
Stitt 
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witness to God’s truth, that all men might 
live in freedom and in equality. 
(Rabbi) ArtHuR GILBERT, 
National Director. 
Department of Interreligious Cooperation 
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith, 
New York. 


For “Ohio” 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


When I was a young man of teen-age, 
a neighbor older than I took the trouble 
of taking me to his Sunday school and 
church services (Presbyterian). The pas- 
tor, now many years deceased, was, I 
thought, the finest person, along with my 
friend, that I ever knew. Both are gone 
to their rewards, but their memory will al- 
ways linger with me. 

I joined the Presbyterian Church when 
I was about 17 years of age, and though 
I have since affiliated with the Methodist 
Church because of the service I could 
render in teaching a Bible class near my 
home, I still read and love THE OUTLOOK. 

Seeing the letter signed “Ohio” in the 
Feb. 27 issue, and having a profound feel- 
ing for elderly people, I could not resist 
making a long distance telephone call to 
you in order that these fine people not 
miss an issue.... 

May God continue to bless you good 
people in this wonderful work of spread- 
ing the gospel. 

NortTH CAROLINA. 


(2) 

In the Feb. 27 OvTLook I read of a re- 
tired Presbyterian elder who in unable to 
continue subscribing to THe OvTLOOK. 
Since I know how limited and indaequate 
my knowledge of our church’s program 
and interest would be without THe Ovt- 
LOOK, I should like very much to have the 
pleasure of providing the means for this 
couple to continue to receive it and I shall 
be happy to renew this in the future.... 

VIRGINIA. 


(3) 

. I should like for you to send this 
couple THE OUTLOOK and am enclosing 
check for the amount. This is a thank 
offering for a year in which God has 
blessed me, financially, and which impels 
me to express my gratitude by some small 
gifts such as this, to those less fortunate 
than I.... 

Your paper is a constant source of in- 
formation and inspiration. 

NEW JERSEY. 
(4) 

Please don’t let those grand people 
(OHIO) with “limited income but unlim- 
ited interest” miss another issue of THE 
OvuTLooK! If you get too many letters like 
this with cash enclosed, maybe there are 
others equally young in heart and mind 
and spirit who could have their subscrip- 
tions extended? (See “Regrets,” column 
3.—Eds. ) MARYLAND. 


(5) 
.-. If possible, please continue his sub- 
scription and send the bill to me. 
MISSOURI. 


I am enclosing a personal check for $5 
to be used for a year’s subscription to 
THE OUTLOOK for the Ohio couple. If this 
has already been taken care of, please use 


this check for an additional year’s sub- 
scription for them. STUDENT. 


NOTE—Duplicating donors are being 
given the choice as to: (1) a return of 
their checks; (2) a gift to other cases like 
“Ohio”; (3) a contribution to the Presby- 
terian Associates fund to enable special 
subscriptions to be provided. Contrary to 
popular opinion, postal laws do not allow 
any such thing as a free subscription 
under second class mailing privileges. 
Therefore, every such paper so dispatched 
must be subscribed for by someone, 
—EDITORS. 


Regrets 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

... I wish I could renew but I see no 
possibility of doing it. It is solely a mat- 
ter of financial inability. I like the paper 
very much. You might say that such a 
difficulty is absurd, that a retired min- 
ister could certainly find a way of over- 
coming it. But however it may seem to 
others, I know my financial problems. I 
am not blaming anybody. I am not ask- 
ing directly or indirectly for anything. I 
am not seeking to unburden my troubles 
on anyone else. I am just making a state 
ment. 

THE OUTLOOK is the only publication of 
any kind that I have been taking during 
the past year. I do not dare to take the 
money to re-subscribe. I regret this more 
than you can possibly do, and there is no 
help for my situation. Since I have just 
passed 86 and could not be a subscriber 
at best for any long time, it will not be 
anything which will affect anybody but 
me. I wish you the greatest success, which 
you so well deserve. ... Mipwest. 


e NOTE—This letter was received at 
the time of “Ohio’s.” Readers’ response 
enables it to be cared for too.—Editors. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 











NOTE—U.S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; and NCC to 
the National Council of Churches. 


MARCH 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Ephe- 
sians. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), Rock of Ages. 

Mar. 5-Apr. 1, Assembly-wide Evangelistic 
Season (U.S.) 

Mar. 11, One Great Hour of Sharing, NCC. 

Mar. 11-17, Girl Scout Week. 

Mar. 16-19, Chicago area meeting, Na- 
tional Council, Presbyterian USA fen. 

Mar. 22-23, Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America, NCC, New York. 

Mar. 25, Palm Sunday. 

Mar. 25-31, Holy Week. 

Mar. 25-Apr. 1, Week of Spiritual Enrich- 
ment (U. S.) 

APRIL 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Amos. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), The Day of 
Resurrection. 

Apr. 1, Easter. 

Apr. 1, Offering for Inter-church Aid 
(U.S.). 

Apr. 4-6, Associated Church Press, Toron- 
to. 

Apr. 8, General Assembly’s Training 
School Day (U.S). 

Apr. 15, National Christian College Day, 
NCC. 

Apr. 22-28, Church Paper Week (U.S.). 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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LAURINBURG GETS N. C. COLLEGE 


Laurinburg, in southeastern North Carolina, has been chosen as the 


location for the consolidated college of that synod. 


Expected to be in 


operation in about five years, it will be a merger of Flora Macdonald, now 
in Red Springs, Peace in Raleigh, and Presbyterian Junior in nearby 


Maxton. 


With a heavy Scotch-Irish population (the county is named Scotland), 
the area ranks next to adjoining Mecklenburg Presbytery in density of 


Presbyterian population. 


In addition, it borders a section of South Caro- 


lina from which it is expected to draw heavily. 


The 32-member board of trustees, after considering the bids of 20 cities, 
had a final choice between Laurinburg, Lumberton, Wilmington, Rocky 


Mount and Fayetteville. 


raise $3,000,000. 


Laurinburg citizens and corporations offered 
more than $2,500,000 in resources. 


In addition, the synod expects to 





Board Awards Scholarships 


Fourteen fellowships and scholarships 
have been awarded for this year by the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Christian 
Education. These awards are offered 
for the improvement of teaching. 

Two grants of $2,500 each will go to 
professors who have already secured a 
doctor’s degree to provide further study 
abroad. These go to James Y. Causey, 
Davidson College; and Charles F. Mc- 
Rae, Hampden-Sydney College. 

Two fellowships valued at $1,500 are 
matched by the same amounts from the 
colleges to enable completion of work on 
the Ph.D. degree. These go to Ella 
Mae Sowder, Flora Macdonald Col- 
lege, and James V. Balch, Arkansas 
College. 

Graduate scholarships of $750 are 
given to promising future college teach- 
ers. Ten awards were made to: Sher- 
wood H. Reisner, Falfurrias, Texas, 
newly-elected president of the Pan- 
American School in Texas; Charles H. 
Williams, Tuscaloosa, Ala., pastor, and 
Stillman College instructor; Sylvia W. 
Sanders, Austin, Texas; Austin T. Turk, 
University of Georgia student; Fred- 
erick F. Ritch, Jr., University of Vir- 
ginia student; Thomas C. Degges, King 
College student; Richard O. Curry, Mar- 
shall College graduate student; Marion 
S. Chandler, University of Georgia stu- 
dent; Evelyn Lee Morris, of Syracuse 
University; Harry Walter Dunscombe, 
University of Kentucky teacher. 

At its winter meeting the Board also: 

Approved a European tour of U. S. 
Armed Forces units by S. J. Patterson, 


Jr., and Clinton Harris who will par- 
ticipate in Men of the Chapel rallies in 
April; 

Heard that sales and profits from 
publications had doubled since 1950. 
Last year’s profit was nearly $340,000 
on sales of more than $2,006,000; 

Approved plans to sponsor annual 
tours of the Holy Land beginning in 
1957, with staff members directing the 
tours under auspices of Brownell Tours, 
Inc. 


Western Seminary Defers 
Building Pending Union 


Western Seminary in Pittsburgh will 
defer its building program until the pos- 
sibility of a merger of the United and 
USA Presbyterians becomes more clear. 
The sole United Presbyterian seminary 
—Pittsburgh-Xenia—is located in the 
same city and union of the two churches 
would pose problems that would have to 
be resolved there. 

Trustees of Western issued a statement 
recently indicating that $800,000 has 
been set aside for new buildings and that 
a fund raising campaign is in progress. 
Pitt-Xenia was also asked to defer any 
further building, while Western pledged 
itself to “cooperate in any agreement 
which looks to a constructive considera- 
tion of this matter.” 

Pittsburgh-Xenia has just announced 
a gift of $200,000, largest cash donation 
in the history of the institution, by the 
Prentiss sisters of Steubenville, Ohio. 
The money is designated for completion 
of Fulton Hall, an apartment dormitory 
for married couples. 


U. S. Committee Favors 


Ordination Unanimously 

In its report to the Presbyterian, U. S., 
General Assembly this year the ad in- 
terim committee headed by Edward G. 
Lilly, Hartsville, S. C., will recommend 
that provision be made in the Book of 
Church Order for the ordination of 
women as elders and deacons in congre- 
gations where it is desired. The report 
is unanimous. 


USA Vote Is Assured 


Enough presbyteries have approved 
the proposal that women be ordained to 
the gospel ministry to make final enact- 
ment by the USA Assembly in Phila- 
delphia in May virtually certain. 

At the present time the vote in favor 
of ordination is 156-27. On two earlier 
occasions the step was defeated by the 
presbyteries, 170-108 in 1930 and 128- 
100 in 1947, 

Other overtures approved by the USA 
presbyteries to date include: 

A mandatory rotary or limited term 
system for members of all officers elected 
by or within a congregation; 

Elimination of the examination given 
candidates for licensure. 

The proposal to empower synods to 
establish committees to examine can- 
didates for ordination was defeated. 


W. Va. Council Writes 
An Alabama Mayor 


CHARLESTON, W. Va. (RNS)—The 
West Virginia Council of Churches sent 
a letter to the mayor of Montgomery, 
Ala., saying that Negroes there have a 
“just cause” in their boycott of bus trans- 
portation. 

The letter was drafted at a meeting 
of the body here which represents Protes- 
tant churches in the state. 

“We have offered prayers for you and 
all your citizens, both Negro and white,” 
it said. “We share widespread unhap- 
pines over the current grand jury in- 
dictment of scores of your citizens. We 
feel that, even under your own law, these 
citizens have a just cause to uphold, 
therefore we cannot think that they are 
guilty of a conspiratorial crime. 

“May God help you, your citizens, 
and your law enforcement officers to find 
a Christian solution to your problem.” 

The council also drafted plans for a 
statewide religious census and adopted 
a resolution opposing construction of a 
horserace track in nearby Putnam 
County. 








Pradervand Tour 


Marcel Pradervand, general secretary 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance of 
Geneva, Switzerland, is in the midst of 
an extensive tour of this country. Fol- 
lowing the Pittsburgh meeting of the 
North America Area Council of the Al- 
liance, Dr. Pradervand has gone into dif- 
ferent parts of the U. S. and Canada, 
with his March schedule appearing as 
follows: 

Mar. 1-2, Milwaukee; 3-6, St. Louis; 
7-8, Austin, Texas; 9-11, Columbia Sem- 
inary, Decatur, Ga.; 12-13; Charlotte, 
N. C.; 14-16, Knoxville and Maryville, 
Tenn.; 17-18, Cincinnati; 19-20, Lan- 


caster, Pa.; 21, Princeton Seminary; 22, 


New York, 


W. Va. Study Approved 

Presbyterians, U.S., and USA, in West 
Virginia are uniting in a serious study 
of what they should plan to do in Chris- 
tian higher education during the next 20 
years. The study is to be patterned after 
that made in North Carolina and the 
one now underway in Virginia. The 
only institution involved is Davis and 
Elkins College, which is controlled by 
both U. S. and USA synods. 

Six out-of-state educational consul- 
tants, under an employed director, will 
make the study. 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks About: 


Celebrating in 1961 


In view of the opinion of some people that celebration of the division which led to 
the formation of the U. S. Church in 1861 is something like celebrating a divorce, what, 
if anything, do you think the church should do for this approaching centennial, or, in 


general, what constructive use should be made of anniversaries of division. 


Also, what 


kind of anniversaries should be celebrated and what kind passed over? 


Wave H. Boccs, Moderator of the 
1954 Assembly—Celebrate a century of 
constructive service in the name of Christ 
instead of the date of division. To have 
divided is not worth celebrating. But 
to have served as our church will have 
done in 1961 is deserving of a proper 
rceognition when it comes. 

FRANK H. CADWELL, president, Louis- 
ville Seminary—The centennial of the 
schism of Presbyterians in 1861 should 
be passed over for at least two reasons: 
(1) The history of the U. S. Church, as 
a sectional church, is a denial of one of 
the major justifications of its schism— 
that a church should be national in scope; 
(2) In the context of the recent vote 
against Presbyterian union, and of the 
current emotional tensions over the ques- 
tion of Christian race relations, a celebra- 
tion of the centennial of this schism 
would tend to precipitate a kind of debate 
which promises little for the church or 
the Kingdom. 

CHARLES L. Kino, First church, Hou- 
ston, Texas; Moderator of the 1944 As- 
sembly—I feel that the 1961 General 
Assembly should give ample time to the 
celebration c° the 100th anniversary of 
our denomination. I also feel that the 
centennial year should be a time for in- 
creasing prayer that the Spirit of God 
will heal the divisions that keep Presby- 
terians apart. 

D. T. Moore, elder, Lewisburg, W. 
Va.—Under ordinary circumstances an 
anniversary celebration is worthwhile 
in that it creates new interest and enthu- 
siasm. Nearly all new things come from 


4 


division, hence this reasoning for no cele- 
bration is not valid. However, due to 
stress, strain and nervous expectancy in 
some quarters of our church I believe no 
particular celebration should be held in 
1961. There can be no enthusiastic, 
whole-hearted celebration while churches 
in some sections doubt the honesty and 
sincerity of ministers and churches in 
their own and other sections. 

LoutseE A. Davinson, chairman, Board 
of Women’s Work, Bethesda, Md.—I 
am not certain that I think this anni- 
versary should be celebrated, since it 
might stir up feelings that would tend 
to widen the gap between the U. S. and 
USA churches rather than heal the 
breach. In praising the principles which 
made us leave the USA church, we would 
necessarily be criticizing those of the 
other church and that would start more 
controversies. No anniversary that opens 
old wounds should be celebrated unless 
in some way these wounds can be surely 
healed. 

K. J. ForEMAN, 8r., professor, Louis- 
ville Seminary—Since the U. S. Presby- 
terian church has a divided mind about 
reunion, it could not celebrate its origin, 
whether joyfully or with repentance, with 
a single mind; and therefore had better 
not celebrate it at all. 

Henry Wave DuBose, former presi- 
dent, General Assembly's Training 
School—Certainly the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., should observe its. centen- 
nial in 1961—with humble thanksgiving 
to God for the grace he has bestowed 
upon this branch of his church, for its 


honored leaders and its history. As did 
the celebration of our 75th anniversary, 
this observance should include grateful 
recognition of the Presbyterian heritage 
we share with other branches of the 
church, and appreciation of their prog- 
ress. To regard such an observance as 
“the celebration of a divorce” strikes me 
as biased and distorted thinking, neither 
conducive to goodwill or to the ultimate 
reunion of Presbyterians. It is rather 
late to cast a slur upon our church fathers, 
and hardly worthy of their descendants. 

MarsHALL C. DENDY, executive sec- 
retary, Christian Education—The 100th 
anniversary of the church would not be 
regarded as celebration of a “divorce.” 
It would be the recognition that God has 
blessed us with strength and that we 
should face the unprecedented opportuni- 
ties given us. Let us observe it by: (1) 
Penitently seeking unity in the church, 
that we may be prepared to fulfill the 
will of God; (2) Planning ways and 
committing ourselves to the task of reach- 
ing, teaching, and winning multitudes of 
people in America and in the world for 
Christ; (3) Courageously and trustingly 
facing the future and bearing witness 
through our life that God is Sovereign 
and Christ is pre-eminent in all things. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON, professor, 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond 
—In 1961 we shall have existed 100 
years as a denomination. But Presby- 
terianism in the South is far older. I 
suggest that in 1961 we review our his- 
tory in the South from 1607 to the pres- 
ent and reconsider our role in the King- 
dom of God during the next one hundred 
years. 

Mrs. F. R. Crawrorp, Farmville, 
Virginia—I am not in favor of celebrat- 
ing the division of the church, as that 
would not help to heal the breach, but 
would serve to emphasize it. I feel that 
we should join wholeheartedly in the 
250th anniversary of the establishment 
of the first presbytery in this country, 
which will be celebrated in Philadelphia 
this year. 

James Ross McCatn, former president 
Agnes Scott College, Moderator of the 
1951 Assembly—I would like for the 
centennial 1961 to take the form of a 
“Survey of the South During the Cen- 
tury.” This would include our 3,800 
churches, but also 1,800 of the USA 
churches in the South, besides Baptist, 
Methodist, and other contributions. Ed- 
ucaticn for all groups should be covered. 
Such a survey should by all means in- 
clude a program for the years ahead to 
meet evident needs which will appear as 
unmet. If a good job is done, Southern 
Presbyterians will not boast, but will be 
like the publican who went up to the 
temple to pray. 


What do other OUTLOOK readers suggest— 
in less than 50 werds? 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ To correct scrambled ideas of the meaning of the separation of 


church and state, this discussion calls for responsible participation 


The Christian in Politics 


HRISTIAN political responsibility 

roots in the inextricable involvement 
of man in the social process and in the 
working of God through the myriad com- 
plexities of human relationships. 

The obligation of the Christian to 
express his faith in the realm of politics 
springs not from a sense of noblesse 
oblige, not from a feeling that by so 
doing he proves his moral sensitivity, but 
from his conviction that what happens 
in every area of life either assists or 
resists the will of God for mankind. 

It is inevitable that such an assertion 
will raise in the minds of many readers 
grave questions about what this means 
for the American doctrine of the separa- 
tion of church and state. We are a young 
country with the long memory of youth, 
and we have not forgotten the circum- 
stances under which some of our most 
valuable and creative citizens made their 
painful journey to the New World. Our 
children still learn in school about the 
indignities and persecutions that drove 
the Puritans and Pilgrims from their 
native shores. We read of the Spanish 
Inquisition and the terrors that the reli- 
gious wars of Europe spread among the 
unhappy masses of that tortured con- 
tinent. 


We are justly proud of our Constitu- 
tion that forbids the establishment of 
any church and are determined to ad- 
here to its letter and spirit in this mat- 
ter. 


Naturally, then, the suggestion that 
one can and should carry the teachings 
of his Christian faith into concrete poli- 
tical situations is met with certain 
misgivings. If men enter the political 
arena determined to apply their theology 
to the issues and problems that confront 
them there, are we not in danger of vio- 
lating the American tradition and losing 
all that it was meant to preserve? 

Quite the contrary. I am persuaded 
that the only hope of perpetuating that 
tradition lies in responsible Christian 
participation in politics. Let us try to 
see why. 


No Specific Church 
First of all we must recall that the 





MR. MUEHL is on the faculty of the Yale 
Divinity School. He has a law degree from 
the Michigan Law School. He is a member 
of the American Arbitration Association and 
the American Bar Association. He is an Epis- 
copalian. This chapter, ‘“Church and State,”’ 
is from his forthcoming book, ‘Politics for 
Christians,’ to be published in April by 
Association Press, New York, at $3. 


MARCH 12, 1956 


By WILLIAM MUEHL 


founding fathers were concerned to pre- 
vent the establishment of any specific 
church. They knew what could happen 
when a particular institution was given 
an official sanction and special privileges. 
They feared the power of religious heir- 
archs who were supported in their au- 
thority not by the faith of their followers 
but by the might of government. 

We must remember also that these 
men lived in a time when Christianity 
was not merely the faith of the churches 
but was the cosmology in terms of which 
most people understood their lives. For 
the man of the late eighteenth century, 
theology was closely linked with the na- 
tural order. A great deal was taken for 
granted by even the most irreverent. In 
fact it is often amusing to pick up the 
works of some of the radical “atheists” 
of that time and find that they might 
qualify for membership in all but the 
most conservative churches today. 

When our Constitutional scholars pro- 
scribed the state church, therefore, it did 
not occur to them that they would be 
understood as forbidding the mixture of 
politics and religion. This would have 
seemed as absurd as prohibiting the as- 
sociation of politics and geography or 
politics and economics. One has only 
to read the basic documents of that his- 
toric period to find that the Judeo-Chris- 
tian world-view undergirded the founda- 
tions of the new republic. References to 
ultimate values are almost always made 
in specifically theological language. 

And the great national festivals from 

Thanksgiving to the inauguration of 
the President are celebrations of man’s 
dependence on God. 


This expression of religious feeling 
was not merely pious deceit. Nor did it 
represent a desire to use religion as a bul- 
wark of the new national consciousness. 
It was grounded, rather, in the realiza- 
tion that man’s political institutions are 
inevitably related to his ultimate values 
and that it is one of the responsibilites of 
leaders to make the relationship clear. 
Our founding fathers did not feel that 
it would be a wise thing to express secu- 
lar concepts in sacred jargon. They felt 
that it was natural and proper to admit 
verbally the spiritual assumptions which 
they were making. 

This discussion of the history of our 
American separation of church and state 
has not been undertaken in the assump- 
tion that it will, in itself, relieve any 
doubts about the wisdom of mixing reli- 


gion and politics. Human beings do not 
base their opinions on legalistic distinc- 
tions, nor do they alter them when tech- 
nical reasons for doing so are advanced. 
Most Americans have an instinctive at- 
titude toward the church and state rela- 
tionship that is only indirectly related to 
the actual intent of the founding fathers. 
But we all have a sufficiently strong 
tendency to hide behind technicalities to 
make it wise to have cleared this one from 
the table before going on. 


The real reason for asserting that 
Christian responsibility in politics is one 
of our best defenses against the merger 
of state and church is one that our 
founding fathers would have understood 
and with which they would have sympa- 
thized. 

Living in a complex social order makes 
a great many demands upon the indi- 
vidual. He is told many things that 
he cannot do, many things that he must 
do. His is called upon to make every sac- 
rifice, from paying taxes to dying in a 
war that he really does not understand. In 
between are myriad daily prohibitions 
and requirements that inconvenience the 
body and gall the spirit. One cannot 
devote one finger of one hand to the 
burdens of social existence. Often these 
impositions require both hands and a 
strong back if they are to be carried at 
all. 

As a result, men find their social roles 
constantly intruding upon what they 
take to be the private and important areas 
of their lives. When this happens, 
some interpretation of the social obliga- 
tion must be made. The individual is 
not willing to pay high taxes just because 
somebody in Washington says he has to. 
He will try in every possible way to cheat 
and deceive if this is his only motiva- 
tion. In like manner, men are reluctant 
to don uniforms and risk life and limb 
on the battlefield simply because they 
are told that Congress has declared war. 
These demands must be interpreted in 
terms of values significant enough to 
justify the sacrifices they require. 


No Political Tool 


Now let us be clear about one thing 
immediately. It is not suggested that 
religion should be used as a political tool 
to get men to do what they should other- 
wise be unwilling to do. It is to say, 
rather, that the real basis for accepting 
the responsibilities of social life honestly 
and fully is a Christian faith in the 
reality of the social order and the ulti- 
mate value of the relationships that make 
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it up. This does not mean that an es- 
sentially secular process be hallowed by 
spiritual symbols and theological ration- 
alizations, but that a context actually 
rooted in man’s created nature and clearly 
understood only in those terms must be 
interpreted in this way if it is to make 
any sense. When the Christian tries to 
deal with his political values and actions 
without reference to the faith that under- 
lies every aspect of his life, he is not 
merely refraining from exploiting reli- 
gion. He is trying to erect a facade 
of so-called “common sense” or utili- 
tarian considerations behind which to 
respond to his faith unseen. 

For the average American, the Chris- 
tian faith is the real basis of life’s mean- 
ing, both in individual and social terms. 
Thus, the effort to interpret the political 
process in the light of Christian theology 
is nothing more reprehensible than an 
effort to make explicit the assumptions 
underlying our view of politics. A refusal 
to make this relationship clear at as 
many points as possible is a deliberate 
recourse to secular obscurantism. 

It can only lead to confusion com- 
pounded in our everyday thinking 
about the functioning of democracy. 


Unfortunately, however, the failure to 
relate our political process to its actual 
spiritual undergirding will not merely 
produce frustration in efforts at self-an- 
alysis and social understanding. There is 
a far more dangerous prospect ahead if 
such an obscurantist course is followed. It 
can be put briefly this way. Our frantic 
efforts to avoid the remote possibility of 
a state-church that is felt to be involved 
in the relating of religion to politics can 
eventually lead us into the shadow of the 
church-state! Let us look at that state- 
ment for a moment. 


Deeper Conviction Needed 

As indicated above, it is commonly 
agreed that masses of people will not 
give their loyalities and lives to any gov- 
ernment simply because it sets itself up 
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Mr. Muehl’s book, Politics for 
Christians, is scheduled for 
April publication by Association 
Press, New York. It will be 
priced at $3. 











as the administrator of the community. 
The natural human tendency is to go 
along with government where it promises 
profit to do so and where it threatens pain 
for refusal. But no regime can long hold 
power which has no more solid base 
of authority than this. Political leaders 
understand clearly that there must be 
some deeper sense of commitment, some 
conviction about the “rightness” of sub- 
mitting to the rule of the state. Without 
such a conviction, order is impossible 
except under the most unusual social 
stability. 

The rulers of Soviet Russia learned 

this after hard experience. 


The Communists tried to get rid of 
religion completely. They not only im- 
posed penalties upon Christian institu- 
tional affiliation, but sought to root from 
the minds of their people all of the 
myriad inchoate religious impulses of 
both a high and a degraded character. 
They wanted rational beings who would 
work, sacrifice, and die out of purely 
intellectual dedication to the “‘people’s 
state.’ Strenuous efforts were made to 
eliminate from the Soviet arsenal all of 
the sanctions of emotional commitment 
and spiritual concern. For a time it ap- 
peared that this might come to pass. But 
when the first flush of revolutionary ardor 
had subsided and the Russian people 
faced the long, hard pull of trying to 
build a new social order, when tremen- 
dous sacrifices of every kind continued 
to be demanded of all people, then the 
Communists discovered that these things 
can be asked only in the name of the 
deepest values to which men are com- 
mitted. 

As a result, the Soviet State reinsti- 
tuted a kind of religion—not the Chris- 
tian faith that had been discarded, how- 
ever. This new mystique was much more 
utilitarian and neatly tailored to the needs 
of the social situation. It was a worship 
of Holy Mother Russia and her new lead- 
ers in the Kremlin. Readers of Com- 
munist newspapers in the years leading 
up to and during World War II report 
pages and pages of hymns and prayers, 
all directed toward the loving Stalin and 
the cult of Russian soil. Many of these 
secular litanies would shock even a devo- 
tee of dime-store religious art by their 
florid language and abject devotion. 

Religion had come back in order to 
provide the basis for social responsi- 
bility—but it was a degraded and cap- 
tive religion. 

This same thing happened in other 
countries during the 1930s. In Germany, 
Italy, and Spain there came into power 
political movements which were drama- 
tically pseudo-religious in character. 
Nazism, Fascism, and the Falange with 
their blood mythology, leader principle, 
and whole-souled dedication to the state 
were efforts to supply a kind of spiritual 


foundation for social vitality, which the 
established religions had failed to pro- 
vide. They offered their followers ulti- 
mate values in terms of which to take up 
and bear manfully the burdens of citizen- 
ship. 

These three countries, Germany, Italy, 
and Spain, differ from Russia at this 
point in one way. They were states in 
which there were already highly organ- 
ized and firmly established religious in- 
stitutions. All three had some kind of 
state church which enjoyed, formally or 
informally, various privileges. 


Thus, the vacuum which drew in 
the terrors of political religion was not 
an absence of institutional Christian 
life, but the failure of the existing 
church to relate its faith dynamically 
to the real problems of the people and 
their society. 


In order to preserve its status as a 
favored institution, the Roman Catholic 
Church in Italy and Spain had refrained 
from playing any significantly critical 
role in the realm of politics. It had neg- 
lected its responsibility to speak the 
judgment of God upon the Italian and 
Spanish monarchies because these royal 
houses had made important concessions 
to the church. 


Theological Reason 


In Germany, the irrelevance of Chris- 
tianity to politics arose less from the legal 
status of religion than from the nature 
of prevailing theologies. Protestantism 
in the 1920s and 1930s in that part of 
the world had made the retreat from 
social relevance that is most easily sug- 
gested by reference to the preaching of 
Karl Barth. God was felt to be so far 
above human understanding, so high and 
lifted up, that it was presumption to 
assert the superiority of any political 
program or principle in Christian terms. 

Thus, the established faith failed here 
also to interpret to the masses the nature 
of their political problems and respon- 
sibilities. The results are still fresh 
in the minds of all of us. 

Here, then, is the situation in which 
man finds himself. He cannot keep reli- 
gion and politics separate. This is not 
a live option. The only choice facing 
him is whether to relate his real religion 
to the social scene in a critical and 
redemptive way, or to refuse to do so 
and see a pseudo-religion sucked in to 
give authority without judgment to the 
demands of the state. 

State religions do not arise out of the 
crossfire of socially relevant theologies. 
They spring, rather, from the failure of 
traditional faiths to apply themselves 
vitally to the real world. The surest 
defense against preferential status for 
any particular institution is a vigorous 
program of social and political analysis 
on the part of all Christian denomina- 
tions, and all Christian men and women. 
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Wilbur La Roe Says: 


In the Heart of the City. In the 
bulletin of Dr. Willard G. Purdy’s fine 
church in Wilmington, Del., appear these 
words: “We Preach the Heart of the 
Gospel in the Heart of the City.” I like 
that. On many Presbyterian bulletins 
it might read: “We Preach the Heart of 
the Gospel in a Nice, Comfortable Sub- 
urb.” 

Time for Contemplation: “Our 
daily life does not prepare us for con- 
templation. How can a single weekly 
hour at church, helpful as it may be, 
counteract the many daily hours of dis- 
traction that surround it? If we had our 
contemplative hour at home we might 
be readier to give ourselves at church and 
find ourselves completely renewed.”— 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh in “Gift from 
the Sea.” (Pantheon) 


Fundamentalism vs. Liberalism. A 
leading layman, Col. Henry M. Gross, 
makes the valid point that liberalism as 
applied to faith can be dangerous, where- 
as liberalism as applied to human be- 
havior is more or less necessary. Our 
human conduct in the area of brother- 
erhood, for example, changes and im- 
proves as we apply our faith to our rela- 
tions with our fellow men. But the 
Christian faith should not change, and 
when we start liberalizing it we may 


It Takes 
YOU.... 


—to put the Going-to-College 
Handbook into the hands of your 
young people. 


HOW TO DO IT 
Get the Sunday School class rolls, 
showing all high school students 
in your church; add the names of 
others from the church roll and 
those in the evening Fellowship 
meeting. 


ee ? 


Then, add 1 (one) complete set for 
each high school library or other 
reading room in your community, 
plus 1 set for the church library 
and 1 set for the church office (they 
should keep a file) and 1 set for 
each young people’s adviser. 

ee —that is the 
number of Handbooks your church 


or organization will want to order 
for distribution April 15. 
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for Order Form 
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arrive at a Christ who was a mere human 
prophet and conclude that all religions 
are equally good if they have God and 
love in them. A Christianity without the 
saving power of Jesus Christ would be 
a vain and hypocritical sort of faith. 


Presbyterianism. Laymen who are 
ecumenically minded are apt to question 
the validity of denominationalism. They 
should be reminded that church life in 
America functions almost wholly through 
denominations and that the Presbyterian 
Church, in spite of its relatively small 
size, is held in high esteem. Bob Cadi- 
gan, editor of Presbyterian Life, reminds 
us that the musician in an orchestra does 





PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduate trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
year and two year business courses. 
Preparatory department with 1ith, and 
12 grades. Veterans. Moderate charges. 
Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 9, 1956. 
THE REGISTRAR 


Box 38-R Maxton, North Carolina 


not increase his value by scorning his 
instrument. 


Kindle in me a hot heart to love 
thee, my Lord and Savior, and kindle 


hot hearts through me. 


—From The World at One in Prayer. 
Edited by Daniel J. Fleming, Harper and 
Bros., N. Y. 











DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


DAVID K. ALLEN, President 














Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 


Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian, Accred- 
ited by Association of American Universities, South- 
ern Associaton, National Association of Schools of 
Music, American Association of University Women, 
American Medical Association, etc. Charges average 
$370 per semester for tuition, fees, room, board, 
and may be met in part by self-help. Address 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 
Maryville, Tennessee 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 





Separate Campuses ..... 


for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fine facilities. 

Send for illustrated booklet 
Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President 


Danville, Ky. 
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LREADY HAS A BIBLE 
: The Revised Standard Version 


This Easter you can own a Bible so clearly written 
it will be renewed incentive to the study of God’s 
Word. Written in the language of today, the RSVB 
brings you new understanding of the great teach- 
ings of the Bible. 

More than 4,000,000 people have bought the RSVB 
—to point up the tremendous sales even more dra- 
matically, an — of one copy has sold every 
30 seconds day an 

The Revised Standard Version Bible is a wonderful 
book to own and to give. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Welcome Door Is Open 


Among the interesting visitors at the 
Pittsburgh meeting of the North Ameri- 
ca Council of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance was the stated clerk of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian General Assembly, 
H. Shaw Scates of Memphis. 

Mr. Scates spoke to the meeting in a 
warmly-appreciated fashion describing 
the work and activities of the Cumber- 
land church and reminding his hearers 
of the fact that his church was in the 
Alliance when it was founded in 1875 
for it was then a part of the larger 
Presbyterian Church, USA. However, in 
the unfortunate division of 1908, separa- 
tion also drew this body out of fellow- 
ship with the rest of world Presbyterian- 
ism and this has continued until the 
present time. 

It was highly encouraging to hear Mr. 
Scates say that an overture is to be con- 
sidered by the next General Assembly 
proposing that the Cumberland body 
name representatives to the World Al- 
liance and join in the friendly fellow- 
ship of Presbyterianism. 

If any such assurance is needed, and 
if the Assembly votes favorably, it ought 
to be said that this good Presbyterian 
company will welcome the Cumberland 
representatives with real enthusiasm. 














On Montgomery Buses 


Men and women who work and pray 
for justice to prevail are watching the 
Montgomery, Alabama, situation with the 
deepest concern. There, with an un- 
precedented demonstration of group and 
personal discipline and sacrifice, the 
Negro citizens and some white people, 
in their peaceful non-cooperation with 
the transit company and city officials, 
have won friends and supporters around 
the world. 

True, they have not made a full de- 
mand for the repeal of segregation on the 
common carriers. All they have asked 


is that equal rights prevail on a first 
come, first served basis, seating white 
people from the front and Negroes from 
the back. So the proposal is far from 
radical. It is merely what exists in most 
Southern cities where segregation is 
maintained. That even such elemental 
fairness should not be readily complied 
with merely stresses the involved and 
complex manner in which this problem 
is being met in many areas. Meanwhile, 
the Montgomery boycott is winning 
friends daily. 


Surprise in Tuscaloosa 

When University of Alabama students 
were aroused by mobsters with White 
Citizen’s Council support in defiance of 
the law and were led in demonstrations 
that were condemnel by the university 
president, the Governor and many others, 
it was indicated that the leaders of these 
unlawful pursuits would be dealt with 
sternly, if not expelled. 

Now, to the amazement of an incredu- 
lous world, Autherine Lucy, who obvious- 
ly made the mistake of defending her 
rights (though with perhaps some ex- 
treme efforts that certainly should be 
understood in such a situation), is the 
one expelled by the university! 

The hopes many people of goodwill 
have held out for a just and wise solu- 
tion on the Tuscaloosa campus have been 
sadly dimmed. 


The “Bible Colleges” 


Many people who do not understand 
how grossly the word “Bible school” is 
abused become the victims of some of 
these institutions either as students or 
as donors. 

A word that needs to be spoken was 
heard recently when Harlie L. Smith, 
president of the Disciples of Christ Board 
of Higher Education, warned prospective 
students to investigate carefully before 
they enroll in any of the “proliferation of 
so-called Bible Colleges that have sprung 
up in the last 15 years.” (He should 
have included a longer period.) 

Most of these institutions, Dr. Smith 
said, are not academically respectable. 
Most of them are “just preacher trade 
schools.” He said you can get an idea 
of their academic standards by looking 
at the salaries some of them pay. ‘One 
of them,” he went on, “pays male profes- 
sors about $22 a month and female pro- 
fessors $11. Obviously they really earn 
their living elsewhere.” This, of course, 
is not conclusive evidence, but it does in- 
dicate that such institutions have teach- 
ers who spend little time there. 

Methodist Executive John O. Gross 
says most of these schools are “propa- 
ganda institutions” for smaller denom- 
inations while Jesse Bogus, executive sec- 
retary of the American Association of 
Junior Colleges, urges that state depart- 
ments of education exercise stronger con- 
trol over the Bible colleges. 


The tragedy is that many an idealistic 
high school young person gets taken in 
by the pious attitude of some of these 
“Bible College” representatives and he 
winds up spending his time and money 
in an institution that is not accredited, 
that has not given him a decent educa- 
tion, and that just ought to be ashamed to 
treat human beings in this manner. 


No ‘Theological Bloodhounds’ 

Billy Graham gave rise to an interest- 
ing term while he was in Tokyo on his 
recent highly successful trip. Speaking 
there to 1,200 missionaries, he called 
upon them to substitute a spirit of love 
for the role of “theological blood- 
hounds.” 

No elaboration of this suggestion is 
now available, but the bare idea has 
more than a little merit. 

A further quotation from his Tokyo 
visit raises other important considera- 
tions: “Missionaries,” he said, “will 
have to re-think their policy.” He was 
much impressed by the fact that “in- 
digenous leaders” are increasingly lead- 
ing Christian efforts in the so-called mis- 
sion countries. 


Two-Way Street 

But the hour ... now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks 
to worship him.—John 4:23. Read verses 
19-26. 

Jesus implies that worship is not only 
a reaching up, but also a reaching down! 
That makes a difference in how we feel 
about it. If we are indifferent about at- 
tending church today, maybe we ought 
to ponder this, for true worship is not 
only our seeking God, but God seeking 
us. There isn’t any question about the 
yearning of the Father over us, as he 
moves to meet us in redeeming mercy; 
but there is considerable misgiving about 
our moving to meet him. 

How beautifully, simply and directly 
Jesus opens the true meaning of wor- 
ship, when spirit with spirit may meet. 
Men may quibble about time and place 
and form, trying to localize God to their 
own tradition. All the while there is 
one waiting in divine welcome! To one 
who truly worships, the whole wide world 
is a God-filled place. Our churches are 
hallowed by association and sacred usage 
and our friends and neighbors are 
there—and advancing toward us, even 
today, is the seeking shepherd of us all. 
As the Lord said, “the hour cometh, and 
now is!” 

Enable us, O God, our Father, to put 
far from our hearts every hindrance as 
we meet at the call of thy spirit. May 
every appointment of this day become 
vibrant with thy presence, through our 
Savior, Christ Jesus. AMEN. 


—WOFFORD C. TIMMONS in The Fellow- 
ship of Prayer. Distributed by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. Copyright. 
Used by permission. 
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PRESBYTERIANS AT PITTSBURGH 


Freshman’s 


Impression 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE Alliance of the Reformed 

Churches Throughout the World 
Holding the Presbyterian Order”.... 
What a line for the obituary of one who 
was a Delegate! When one is first elected 
as a representative of one’s denomina- 
tion to the august body with this resound- 
ing name, one is overawed. Then one 
thinks back ... has one ever heard of 
it before? WVaguely one seems to recall— 
yes, the name suggests Elder Statesmen, 
or if one may dare say so, Innocuous 
Senility. A convention of one’s elders, 
from which one has heard no reports, but 
at which, no doubt, the elders had an 
edifying time. However, that name is 
intriguing. Even the North American 
Area Council of the Alliance, and so 
forth, gives promise of possibilities, at 
least. So one sets forth, quite in the 
dark, without instructions, and without 
agenda announced beforehand, but full 
of curiosity. 

One is pleasantly surprised. The del- 
egates include some elder statesmen (no 
senility, one is happy to learn), but the 
majority are middle-aged or less than 
that. There is no standing around in the 
lobby, no cutting of sessions. Every- 
body seems to be there all the time. The 
delegates take the affair more seriously 
than our own brand of Presbyterians ap- 
pear to take our church courts. Very 
able and distinguished men and women 
sit there. Such famous Presbyterians 
as Dr. Mackay (president of the world- 
wide Alliance); Dr. Pradervand, the 
General or World Secretary, a human 
dynamo in himself; Dr. Blake, the presi- 
dent of the National Council of Church- 
es; scholars, theologians, ecclesiastical 
executives, President Eisenhower’s pas- 
tor—altogether a distinguished company 
in which it is a privilege to sit as fresh- 
man listener. Yes, and some grassroots 
pastors too, though not enough to make 
this a typical or representative Presby- 
terian gathering. 


HAT good does such a gathering 

do? It must do some good, since 
it has been in operation since 1875. It 
does the delegates good, that one can say 
at first hand. One single address, that 
of Dr. Pradervand, surveying world 
Presbyterianism, was, for its breadth and 
freshness of information alone, worth 
the time of going there. The reports on 
religious freedom at home and abroad, 
and on the need for theological restate- 
ment, both presented by our own Dr. 
McCord, not only were intensely chal- 
lenging but gave a glow to Southern 
Presbyterians. Information about other 
ecumenical bodies likewise was eye-open- 
ing. (Including some intimate and en- 
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couraging glimpses of that somewhat 
aloof church, the Christian Reformed, by 
a close neighbor.) Besides these formal 
proceedings, of course, there was oppor- 
tunity for personal acquaintance, unique 
and invaluable. Whether it was Prader- 
vand and Vasady talking about their ex- 
periences behind the Iron Curtain, or 
Dr. Elson recalling his days as investi- 
gator at Dachau into the stories of clergy- 
men held prisoner there, or a southern 
pastor giving a Mississippi-eye view of 
current events, or a Negro educator giv- 
ing a glimpse of how things look from 
his end of the spectrum, or an Evangeli- 
cal-and-Reformed business executive giv- 
ing a run-down on economic and legal 
aspects of church unions, such off-the- 
program casual nuggets were priceless. 


OES it do the church good? Speak- 

ing as one who up to the present 
year (with the exception of the Prince- 
ton year, 1954) had heard almost noth- 
ing whatever about or from this Alliance, 
one wonders how the values of the gather- 
ing can be worked into the minds of the 
church at large. The finding and resolu- 
tions of this body have no legislative 
authority whatever, of course. Some 
channel should be devised, some line of 
communication, between the Alliance and 
our General Assembly, at least. So far 
as this writer knows, it would be only a 
coincidence if any of the delegates to the 
Alliance happened also to be commis- 
sioners to the Assembly. Actually, next 
summer one of our delegates is to be at 
the Assembly, and intends to make a 
report if he has a chance. One hopes it 
will be a really good chance, not three 
minutes in some sleepy hour after lunch. 
If this delegate’s impressions could be 
shared by our whole church, we should 


all be more alert than we have been to 
three facts. One is that we are not alone, 
but part of a large family, most of whom 
are unknown to us in the South. How 
many Southern Presbyterians are much 
aware of Evangelical and Reformed 
churches?—or of the Presbyterians of 
Jamaica?—of Canadian Presbyterians? 
How many are aware that the United 
Church of Canada likewise belongs to 
the family of Reformed churches holding 
the Presbyterian Order? How many of 
us often think of the fact that except for 
the Lutherans, the Reformed churches 
of the world (one of which we are) make 
up the largest Protestant family of 
churches, with a constituency of some- 
thing over forty million persons ? 

The second fact is that not all Chris- 
tians even in our own church family sit 
on top of the world as we do in our 
polished Suburbia. The phrase, “per- 
secuted Christians,” suggests early Chris- 
tian martyrs, or Mohammedan converts, 
or something else. It might also suggest 
Christians of our own tradition who wor- 
ship and believe as we do, some of whom 
are not allowed so much as to meet in a 
public place. 

The third fact is the tremendous poten- 
tiality of Presbyterianism, to use our 
name for it. The caliber of the men and 
women at Pittsburgh would actually tend 
to increase the faith of one who already 
has faith, and for one who has never yet 
believed, it would make him stop short 
and think. The Christian religion is 
not something to be fed to children alone, 
not a system of scruples appealing to old 
maids of both sexes, not a dope for down- 
and-outs. Most of these leading Presby- 
terians and Reformed churchmen would 
be top-level in any environment. A re- 
ligion that appeals to them can hardly 
be shoddy, cheap or unreal; even a skep- 
tic would have to admit as much. And 
what such a people, under God, could 
do for the world! 

. if we took the Kingdom of God 
seriously ... and if we worked at it. 
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Leaders Withdraw from 
COMPETITIVE Miss. State Program 


Jackson, Miss. (RNs)—Six clergy- 
SCHOLARSHIPS men withdrew from the Religious Em- 
phasis Week program at Mississippi 
State College in Starkville over the racial 
$1,200 segregation issue. 


Three of them acted after Duncan 


7 600 Gray, Jr., an Episcopalian of Cleveland, 
Miss., said he would not participate be- 
$ 500 cause he could not agree not to mention 
segregation in an address on “The 
Deadline for applications Changing South.” The other two said 
there was too much pressure on both 
March 15 sides of the segregation question. 
The withdrawals left only three speak- 
Write: ers on the program—all from Missis- 
: sippi: Bernard V. Munger (Presbyte- 
Dean Price H. Gwynn, Jr. rian), Corinth; John Sutphin (Metho- 


dist), Jackson; and Mary Lou Gehring, 
Mississippi Southern professor. 
FLORA MACDONALD Josiah Chatham, pastor of St. Richard’s 
Roman Catholic church here and Rabbi 
COLLEGE James Wax of Memphis, Tenn. withdrew 
because of the pressure problem. 
. The others are Blake Smith, pastor of 
Red Springs, University Baptist church, Austin, Tex.; 
North Carolina John J. Compton, professor of philoso- 
phy at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, 
Tenn.; and Stuart D. Currie, presently 
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doing graduate work at Emory Univer- 
sity, Atlanta, Ga. 

In a joint statement explaining their 
action, the latter three said: 

“One of our team has felt obliged to 
withdraw. We have professed our will- 
ingness to proceed with Religious Empha- 
sis Week in full observance of President 
Ben F. Hilbun’s request to avoid discus- 
sion of segregation in our meetings on 
the campus. Since, however, we have not 
been made to feel free to announce our 
personal conviction in regard to Duncan 
Gray Jr.’s statement which was quoted in 
the press, we feel that in good conscience 
we cannot meet our engagements for the 
rest of the week.” 

In his statement, Mr. Gray said the 
issue had arisen after he told a Presby- 
terian Westminster Fellowship group in 
Starkville that “segregation is incom- 
patible with the Christian faith.” 

As a result of that talk, he explained, 
President Hilbun requested speakers not 
to discuss segregation during Religious 
Emphasis Week “because of the inflam- 
matory nature of the issue.” 

Mr. Gray said that President Hilbun 
did not ask him to retract his statement 
or withdraw from the program. But the 
clergyman said that he could not promise 
not to mention segregation in his Re- 
ligious Emphasis Week talks and there- 
fore was withdrawing. 

Earlier, the Religious Emphasis Week 
program at the University of Mississippi 
was cancelled when both out-of-state and 
local clergymen withdrew over the can- 
cellation of a talk by an Ohio minister 
who is said to favor racial integration. 

—Oo— 

Plans to study the status of academic 
freedom in Southern colleges have been 
announced by a committee of the Ameri- 
can Association of University Professors. 
The study was stimulated by the “Ker- 
shaw incident” at the University of Mis- 
sissippi where a Religious Emphasis 
Week invitation was withdrawn because 
invited speakers would not pledge them- 
selves not to discuss segregation. 
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Permission Granted for 
World Missions Building 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (RNS)—Construc- 
tion in a Nashville residential section of 
a new office building for the Presbyterian 
U.S. Board of World Missions was given 
the green light here by Chancellor 
Thomas W. Steele. 

He ruled in Chancery Court that the 
proposed building is a “religious insti- 
tution” within the terms of the city’s 
zoning law. 

Property owners of the area filed the 
Chancery Court suit last December after 
the Nashville Board of Zoning Appeals 
had granted a permit for construction of 
the building. 

Zoning regulations applicable to the 
area provide that “‘institutions of an ed- 
ucational, religious or philanthropic 
character, other than correctional, may 
be erected” in it. 


Criswell Views Described 
As Not Typical of Baptists 


Fort WortH, TEx. (RNsS)—H. Guy 
Moore, Moderator of the Tarrant Coun- 
ty Baptist Association, said here he did 
not believe a Dallas minister’s blast 
against racial integration represents the 
feelings of most Southern Baptists. 

W. A. Criswell, pastor of First Bap- 
tist church in Dallas, declared in recent 
speeches that persons favoring integra- 
tion ‘‘are a bunch of infidels in dirty 
shirts who are dying from the neck up.” 

Mr. Moore, pastor of Broadway Bap- 
tist church here, said Dr. Criswell “has 
a right to his own views, but I do not 
believe his views express those of our 
Southern Baptists.” 

“They do not express my convictions,” 
he said. “I think the matter of racial 
equality must be worked out in keeping 
with the teachings of Jesus Christ and to 
that end I would dedicate myself.” 


—O— 


Billy Graham, who is a member of 
the Dallas church of which Dr. Criswell 
is pastor, was also interviewed on the 
same subject. He said that he and Dr. 
Criswell disagree on the question and 
that he has made this clear many times. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

James Burnett Reid, formerly of First 
church, Philadelphia, Pa., has been in- 
stalled as pastor of the First church, 
Indiana, Pa. 

E. Osborne McKay has resigned as 
pastor at Leesburg, Fla., to join the Wells 
Organization of fund-raisers. He is making 
his home at Montreat, N. C. 

F. McG. Kincaid, Troy, Ala., will be- 
come pastor of the Holt church, Colum- 
bus, Ga., Mar. 15. 

William A. Gibson, Jr., from Harrison, 
N. Y., to Jeanette, Pa. 

Robert S. Busey, Signal Mountain, 
Tenn., has accepted a call to the Chica- 
mauga, Ga., church. 

Jess M. Bratton, Jr., from Clarksville, 
Va., to 510 Highland Ave., Mullens, W. 
Va. 

Philip Walborn from Reardan, Wash., 
to Box 1099, Spokane 10, Wash. 

I. D. Terrell from Bristol, Va., to Rt. 3, 
Box 50-R, College Park, Ga. 

Luther M. Hollister, Stony Point, N. Y., 
has been elected General Presbyter of the 
Presbytery of Hudson and will assume his 
duties Sept. 1. 

William C. Cain from McGraw, N. Y., to 
the Rondout church, Kingston, N. Y. 

Frank R. Elder, formerly in Glendale, 
Ohio, is interim pastor at Clarence, N. Y. 

John H. Hatt from Blauvelt, N. Y., to 
Lyons Falls, N. Y. 

Campbell Jeffries, Louisville, Ky., is to 
be the pastor of the Manchester, Tenn., 
church, most recently organized church 
in Nashville Presbytery. 











1,000,000 ARAB REFUGEES-HALF OF WHOM ARE 


Jack W. Ware from Carolina Beach, 
N.C., to 643 Manor Lane, Big Spring, 
Texas. 

Glenn Willard from Newport, Ark., to 
917 Cotton Ave., S. W., Birmingham, Ala. 

O. Floyd Hooker, Wartrace, Tenn., has 
accepted his new work as pastor of the 
Madison, Tenn., church. 


TEXAS CENTER 

Headquarters for the Synod of Texas 
have been established at 510 W. 29th St., 
Austin 5, Texas. To this address have been 
changed the following offices: Executive 
Secretary of the Synod (E. A. Dean); The 
Texas Presbyterian (Joyce Jackson); 
Director of Christian Education (Jack 
B. McMichael and Faries J. McDaniel, 
formerly in Dallas). 


AWARDS 

Donald A. Visscher, Oxbow, N. Y., re- 
ceived the John Frederick Oberlin Rural 
Church pin at the 20th annual meeting of 
the Rural Church Institute held in Ithaca. 


R. E. W. SPEAKERS 

Religious Emphasis Week speakers in- 
clude: Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C., 
at Presbyterian Junior College, N .C.; 
Graham G. Lacy, Washington, D. C., at 
Mary Washington College, Va.; Wm. Van 
Dyken, Fergus Falls, Minn., South Dakota 
State College. 


LAW DISCOVERED 

Walter Allen Dealey, an associate minis- 
ter of Marble Collegiate church, New 
York was arrested in the Bronx, N. Y., 
recently for driving a three-wheel Messer- 
schmitt on the Henry Hudson Parkway. 
Even the magistrate in the traffic court 
was suprised to learn of a parkway law 
prohibiting vehicles having two or three 
wheels of overall diameters of less than 


15 inches excluding the tire from using 
the parkways. A suspended sentence re- 
sulted. 


CONGREGATIONAL HEAD 

Fred Hoskins, Oak Park, IIl., minister, 
has been nominated to succeed Douglas 
Horton, now dean of the Harvard Divinity 
School, as Minister (chief official) of the 
General Council of Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches of the nation. Election is 
anticipated at the council’s biennial 
meeting in Omaha, Neb., in June. 


U. T. S. Va. ALUMNI 

Officers elected by the alumni of Union 
Seminary in Virginia at their annual 
meeting during Sprunt Lectures week 
were: Carl R. Pritchett, Bethesda, Md., 
president; Howard H. Gordon, Waynes- 
boro, Va., vice-president; Connolly C. 
Gamble, Jr., Richmond Va., secretary- 
treasurer; directors, E. Lee Stoffel, Char- 
lotte, N. C.; Chas L. Kirby, Atkinson, 
N. C. 

Announced at the alumni meeting was 
the appointment of William B. Kennedy, 
now taking post-graduate work at the Yale 
Divinity School, as a member of the 
faculty in the department of Christian 
education. 


IRISH MODERATOR 

Thomas Barker, of Donegal Town 
church, will become Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland in June, succeeding 
J. C. Breakey of Belfast. 


TRAVEL 

William H. Kepler, Northminster 
church, Washington, D.C., will lead the 
Summer Pilgrimage of Travel, Inc., to 
Europe and the Holy Land, leaving New 
York Aug. 1. 
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The Meaning of Christ’s Suffering 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for March 25, 1956 


Luke 23. Print 


On Thursday evening Jesus ate his 
Last Supper with the disciples. Leaving 
the upper room he went out into the Gar- 
den of Gethesmane and prayed that if 
it was possible, the cup might be taken 
from his lips. Scarcely had he finished 
when a mob, led by Judas, seized him 
and carried him before the Sanhedrim. 
This august court judged him to be 
worthy of death because he basphemed 
(in their estimation) by declaring that 
he was the Son of God. We take up our 
study at this point: 


1. The Condemnation of Jesus, 

23:1-25 

1. Jesus before Pilate. The Sanhe- 
drim, according to the Roman law, could 
condemn but it could not execute a pris- 
oner. That was reserved, either with or 
without a new trial, for the Roman pro- 
curator; in this case, Pontius Pilate, a 
man pictured in writings outside the New 
Testament, as stern, pitiless and cruel. 
In order to win his consent to the death 
sentence it was necessary for the Jews to 
formulate a charge that merited death 
under the Roman law. The charge of 
blasphemy, for which the Sanhedrim had 
condemned him, would have received no 
consideration in a Roman court. Early 
Friday morning, therefore, they brought 
Jesus before Pilate and began to accuse 
him (the Greek form means they went 
at it and kept it up) saying, (1) ‘He has 
perverted the Jewish people from their 
allegiance to Rome,” that is, urged them 
to revolt; (2) “he has forbidden the pay- 
ment of tribute”; (3) “he has claimed 
to be Christ, a king.” These charges 
were exclusively political and put Jesus 
in the light of a dangerous revolutionist 
to the Roman rule. 

A brief examination, however, con- 
vinced Pilate that the charge was base- 
less (see John 18:37). He informed the 
priests and the people who had begun 
to assemble that he found no fault in 
him. But the priests kept insisting, “He 
stirs up the people, teaching throughout 
all Judea, from Galilee even to this 
place.” When Pilate heard that Jesus 
was from Galilee he saw his chance to 
wash his hands of the whole business. 
He was procurator of Judea; Herod An- 
tipas, who was in Jerusalem at the time 
probably to attend the feast, was tetrach 
of Galilee, and consequently Jesus was 
his subject. Pilate therefore sent Jesus 
to Herod, to be disposed of as he desired. 

2. Jesus before Herod. Herod Antipas 
was the husband of Herodias, the mur- 
derer of John the Baptist. It pleased 
him that Pilate had recognized his juris- 
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23:4018,29-43 


diction over Jesus, and he was delighted 
to have the opportunity of seeing Jesus. 
He hoped that the wonder-worker, whom 
so many of his subjects had flocked to see, 
would work one of his miracles for him. 
He questioned him therefore at some 
length. But Jesus gave him no answer. 
Probably he deemed it idle, or even a 
sacrilege, to discuss sacred matters with 
such a shallow sensationalist. As the San- 
hedrinists were present and kept press- 
ing for an answer to their pleadings, 
Antipas had to do something. Calling in 
his bodyguard he had Jesus arrayed in 
a resplendent robe and mocked, that is, 
made fun of, treated as a crazy enthusiast. 
Thereby he indicated that the Messianic 
claims of Jesus were a mere jest, un- 
deserving of serious consideration. Then 
he sent him back to Pilate. 

3. Again before Pilate. Pilate was 
disappointed no doubt to find that An- 
tipas had remitted the case to him. He 
said, ‘You brought me this man as one 
who was perverting the people; and after 
examining him before you, behold, I did 
not find this man guilty of any of your 
charges against him; neither did Herod, 
for he sent him back to us.” These 
words record Pilate’s formal acquittal of 


Jesus. He should therefore have released 
him. Instead he attempted a compro- 
mise. ‘He has done nothing, you see, 


that calls for death; so I shall release him 
with a whipping.” He uses a light word 
here to describe the terrible flagellation, 
in order to excuse the injustice to his 
own conscience and to hide his incon- 
sistency from them. By thus “whipping” 
Jesus he hoped to appease the priests, 
and by releasing him he would satisfy 
his Roman sense of justice. But in scourg- 
ing Jesus he was treating him as a crim- 
inal. Having yielded one point, he would 
soon be forced to yield others. 

Just at this time it seems that a crowd 
came up to demand the Passover privilege 
granted to them by Pilate, the privilege 
of securing the release of any prisoner 
whom they desired (see Matthew 27:15- 
23). Pilate asked, “Whom do you want 
me to release for you, Barabbas or Jesus 
who is called Christ?” He was confident 
that it would be the latter. Instead they 
cried, “Awav with this man, and release 
to us Barabbas.”’ 

How can we explain this amazing 
choice? It may be that the crowd which 
brought the request were partisans of 
Barabbas, or as Matthew suggests, a 
group accustomed to follow the leader- 
ship of the High Priest. Or it may be 
that the Jerusalem populace turned 
against Jesus because thev saw his “paci- 


fism” left him helpless in the hands of 
his enemies—helpless before the might 
of Rome. Barabbas was no common 
desperado, he was the leader of an in- 
surrection, a man who, very probably, 
had led some popular movement against 
Rome. Forced to choose between a man 
who would fight for his rights and a man 
who refused to fight, a “pacifist” and a 
“militarist,” the people of Jerusalem 
chose the “militarist,”’ the man who was 
ready to resort to violence, rather than 
the man who was the embodiment of love. 

Pilate tried again and again to dis- 
suade the people, but they kept shouting, 
“Crucify him, crucify him,” and at 
length Pilate yielded, as any man who 
begins to yield his moral convictions 
under pressure, is likely to do. 

Bishop Gore says: 

“It is probable that Pilate behaved no 
worse than the average Roman official 
would have done (or anyone else, we 
might add, without moral backbone). It 
was, as we should say, more than his place 
was worth to excite a popular tumult by 
refusing to condemn one, however unjust- 
ly, of disloyalty. The Romans thought 
very lightly of crucifying any troublesome 
provincial.” 

And so Pilate gave sentence that what 
they asked for should be done. And he 
released him whom for insurrection and 
murder had been cast into prison, whom 
they asked for; but Jesus he delivered up 
to their will. 

Is Pilate very different from the aver- 
age politician today? Is it ever right 
for a man who is dependent on popular 
support for his job to compromise with 
his conscience to wrest justice that he 
may retain the support of the people? 
Is an official who surrenders a prisoner 
to a mob, or a jury which refuses to pun- 
ish or indict men who have resorted to 
violence against a member of an unpop- 
ular minority, very different from Pilate 
in his essential character? 


Il. The Crucifixion of Jesus, 

23:26-57 

We have independent accounts of the 
crucifixion in each of the four gospels. 
Each of the evangelists describes the 
things that most interest him. In Luke 
we have: 

1. The Carrying of the Cross (26). 
Plutarch tells us that it was the custom 
to make the condemned man carry his 
own cross, or at least one of its two 
beams. Luke says that Jesus’ burden 
was laid upon a man named Simon who 
came from Cyrene (in northern Africa). 
Alexander and Rufus, mentioned by 
Mark as the sons of Simon, later became 
noted Christians. Perhaps it was during 
this walk to Calvarv that Simon, who 
doubtless rebelled against the degrading 
task forced upon him, first learned to 
love the sufferer whom he relieved. 

2. The Sympathy of the Women (27- 
31). Jesus was followed to the cross by 
a large group of sympathizers, including 
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a goodly number of women. Their dem- 
onstration of grief touched him to the 
heart. (It is interesting, by the way, 
that in the Gospel there is no instance 
of a woman ever being hostile to Christ.) 
There arose before his eyes the coming 
doom of Jerusalem and characteristically, 
thinking more of their sorrows than his 
own, he cried, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, 
do not weep for me, but weep for your- 
selves and for your children.” He was 
thinking of the destruction of Jerusalem 
at the hand of the Romans and of the 
horrors from which he had so persistently 
sought to save them (See Luke 19:41-44; 
Matthew 23:37-39; Luke 21:20-23). 

3. The Crucifixion (32-43). “And 
when they came to the place which is 
called the Skull [Golgotha in Hebrew, 
Calvary in Latin], there they crucified 
him.” Death by crucifixion, was the 
most degrading death known to the Ro- 
mans and one of the cruelest ever invented 
by man. The horrors of it, the physical 
pain, distracted mind, shattered nerves, 
the sun, the heat, the pestering insects, 
are not to be described. Luke spares us 
the horrible details, but gives us a series 
of pen sketches. 

(1) Jesus. He looked into the faces 
of those who mocked him and spoke those 
words which so beautifully reveal his 
spirit: ‘Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.” This has been 
called the sublimest prayer in the Bible 
and in all literature. “It reveals his 
unconquerable faith in mankind,” says 
Snowden. ‘Men are not all bad even 
when they crucify Christ. They are 
tragically mistaken, and delusions can- 
not last forever.” 

(2) The Soldiers. While Jesus hung 
in mortal agony they amused themselves 
by dicing for his garments. The agonizing 
death of one of their fellow-mortals meant 
little to them. They were too busy get- 
ting a few shreds of this world’s goods. 
To the soldiers, Jesus was only one more 
Jew. His crucifixion was all in the day’s 
work. As expressed by Clyde McGee: 


“Three workmen fashioning a cross 
On which a fourth must die! 
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Yet none of any other asked, 

‘And why? And why? And why?’ 

Said they, ‘This is our business, 

Our living we must earn; 

What happens to the other man 

Is none of our concern.” 

(3) The People Stood by Watching. 
Dr. Plummer thinks it was out of vulgar 
curiosity; they were staring as at a spec- 
tacle. To A. T. Robertson, on the other 
hand, it suggests a graphic picture of 
people unable to do anything but gaze. 

(4) The Rulers. They scoffed at him, 
taunting him with his helplessness. ‘He 
saved others,” they cried, let him save 
himself, if he is the Christ.” What a 
tribute to him who was able to save others 
because he would not save himself. The 
soldiers, weary of doing nothing, joined 
in making fun of him, offering him vine- 
gar, and saying, “If you are the king of 
the Jews, save yourself.” With scorn, 
we may suppose for Jesus and his coun- 
trymen, they set up over his head the 
accusation, “This is the King of the 
Jews.” 

(5) The Two Malefactors. The hier- 
archy had contrived for them to be cruci- 
fied with Jesus, no doubt, as an added 
insult. At first they joined with the 
crowd in mocking Jesus. One of them 
continued to rail on him, saying, “Are 
you not the Christ. Save yourself and 
us.” The other, for some reason, changed 
his attitude; he rebuked his fellow-rob- 
ber and turning to Jesus said, “Jesus re- 
member me when you come in your kingly 
power.” We do not know what produced 
the change. But 


“few instances in the Gospels are more 
revealing of Jesus than this. He hung 
upon his cross, apparently defeated and 
about to die. The leaders of the nation 
taunted him insultingly from the ground 
beneath the cross. Yet even in that mo- 
ment and in that most tragic place, there 
was that in Jesus’ bearing and that in 
Jesus’ face which made a rude malefactor 
see in him the promise of an undying life 
to which he appealed.” 


Jesus twisted his throbbing head to- 
ward him and said, “Truly I say to you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

(6) The Death of Jesus (44-49). It 
was nine o’clock in the morning when 
they crucified Jesus. At twelve o’clock 
a darkness came over the sky and con- 
tinued till three. Perhaps, as David 


Church Furnishings 








%* Altars % Pews % Organs 

%*% Bells ¥% Lighting Fixtures 

% Sterling and Brass Ware 

% STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
% BOOKS OF REMEMBRANCE 


WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC. 


ECCLESIOLOGISTS 
16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON 8, MASS 
Tel. CApitol 7-2150 





Smith suggests, it was a dense haze, por- 
tending in that volcanic region the ap- 
proach of an earthquake. Just as Jesus 
expired the earthquake came. One of 
its effects was the rending of the veil 
which divided the Holy Place from the 

oly of Holies, that secret shrine which 
none but the chief priest might enter, and 
even he but once a year, not without 
blood. 


“To the disciples, viewing it in the light 
of after events, it justly seemed no mere 
mischance. They recognized in it a sym- 
bol of the opening of a way of access into 
God’s presence, a new and living way con- 
secrated by the blood of the Savior’s sacri- 
fice for the sin of the world (Hebrews 
9:19-22).” 


At that moment Jesus cried with a 
loud voice, “Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit,” and having said 
this, he breathed his last. 

The centurion in command was greatly 
moved. He said, “Certainly this man 
was innocent.” The people returned to 
their homes beating their breasts. Many, 
if not most of them had had no share 
in clamoring for Christ’s death. Those 
who had taken part had been hounded 
on by the priests and now felt remorse 
for what they had done. Meanwhile, 
Jesus’ disciples, including the faithful 
band of women from Galilee, stood some 
distance off, seeing these things. They 
had abandoned all hope, but their love 
for Jesus could never die. 


So Luke describes the death of Jesus. 
What does it mean? Wrote Dr. J. H. 
Snowden: 


“We can never penetrate into its full 
meaning. But only in the presence of this 
cross can we know man, how deep is his 
sin and how great is his worth. Only in 
the presence of the cross can we know 
God: how inexorable is his justice and 
how infinite is his love. The love of God 
in Christ, the worth of man, the sinfulness 
of earth and the holiness of heaven, all 
these were gloriously manifested, when 
on that green hill so far away the dear 
Lord was crucified.” 


Emil Brunner says: 


“Only at the cross of Christ does man 
see fully what it is that separates him 
from God, yet it is here alone that he 
perceives that he is no longer separated 
from God.... It is thus that he is God, 
the One who comes, the One who comes to 
us in reality; who comes in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, the one who himself pays 
the price, himself bears the penalty, him- 
self overcomes all that separates us from 
him—really overcomes it, does not merely 
declare that it exists.” 


What is the essential message of the 
cross to the world today? What is its 
message to you? Have you ever stood or 
kneeled and ‘“‘watched him there”? What 
do you see? Is it possible that we are 
as thoughtless of the Cross of Christ as 
the Roman soldiers? How is he crucified 
again in our own day? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE DAWN OF PERSONALITY. By Emile 
Cailliet. Bobbs-Merrill, N. Y. 232 pp., $3.00. 

Those who delight in thinking will de- 
light in this exciting excursion through 
the landscape of reality under the guid- 
ance of one of Christendom’s most mod- 
em thinkers, as Emile Cailliet analyzes 
the human situation in terms of itself, 
and finds its solution in terms of God. 
The book is considerably more than an 
apologetic (‘This is a quest, not an 
argument,’ we are told) and yet both 
implicitly and explicitly it illuminates 
and answers modern man’s primary ques- 
tions in terms of the Christian perspec- 
tive. 

Striving to be a real person, “to be 
truly alive,” man must reconcile the will 
to live with the call to adjustment. Cail- 
liet develops the ways in which man finds 
“pseudo solutions” to his problems 
through yielding to the animal part of 
his nature, through capitulating to the 
norms of society, through cultivating the 
intellect, and shows that man’s ultimate 
need is neither for pleasure nor for con- 
formity nor even for wisdom, but that 
his need is rather to be “reclaimed.” 
Modern man, with his brain washed by 
secularism and his attention diverted to 
irrelevancies, is carefully led to see and 
evaluate himself and his lot with a dis- 
crimination which cuts away the false 
in religiosity (e.g., literalism, Pharisaism, 
and the “gospels” of adjustment) as well 
as in unbelief. 

Attacking “counterfeit” views of life, 
Cailliet exposes man’s perennial idola- 
tries, which are rooted in everyday uncon- 
scious motivation, and his ideologies, 
which are the distortion of intellectual 
efforts extended beyond their “authentic” 
limits. With the serene assurance that 
all authentic knowledge and thought will 
be for God’s glory and man’s good, Cail- 
liet traces the development of the major 
areas of legitimate human thought from 
the more abstract to the more human 
sciences, until the hierarchy of science 
teaches its apex of concreteness and rel- 
evance in the personal communion of man 
with God, in “a divine transfiguration of 
life’ where death is but “the blinking 
of the eves which does not interrupt vis- 
ion.” Having traced the hierarchy of 
the sciences, Cailliet also treats the hier- 
archy of life, which consists of three 
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stages—a mere organic awareness, the 
consciousness of rational soul, and the 
“new birth.” On their highest levels, the 
two hierarchies reinforce each other, as 
it is only the level of the knowledge of 
God and on the level of the new birth 
that the will to live and the call to adap- 
tation can be fully reconciled, so that 
man’s life is “whole.” From this point 
onwards, the person becomes an “‘act of 
God,” who can both understand and live 
in terms of the whole landscape of reality. 

Chosen one of the best books of 1955 
by the New York Times, Doctor Cailliet’s 
latest work deserves close attention by 
Christian and secularist alike. 

RoLanD MusuHat FRYE. 

Emory University, Ga. 


SEX AND MARRIAGE, By Allan Fromme. 
Barnes & Noble, New York. 248 pp., $1.50, 
paper. 

Although there is no specific Christian 
orientation in this book, there is much 
that is congenial to Christian teachings, 
though, of course, there are some items 
where there is conflict. Nevertheless, it is 
a valuable book, dealing basically with 
the problem of personal maturity. Dr. 
Abraham Stone, in his introduction, says, 
“The kind of marriage a person will 
make depends upon the kind of person 
he is.” This is the theme of the psy- 
chologist who wrote the book. It ap- 
peared first in 1950 under the title, ““The 
Psychologist Looks at Sex and Mar- 
riage.” 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Bible Today. The Times (London) 
Supplement. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. 
$5.00. 








The Old Testament Since the Reforma- 
tion. Emil Kraeling. Harper & Brothers, 
N. Y. $5.00. 

Christian Words and Christian Meanings. 
John Burnaby. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. 
$2.50. 

Come, Let Us Adore Him. Virginia Ely. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
$2.00. 
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“*,.. it’s the best yet! It makes me wish all over again that such 
a volume had been available back in 1916 when I was a prospect 


for just this sort of guidance. I would have given a lot to have 


had pages 60 and 61 before me at that time.”—Epwarp D. Grant. 


For every single one of your 


High School Students! 


Freshman 
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Every | 


—will want and ought to have the 1956 issue of the 
Going-to-College Handbook, if the book has not al- 
ready been distributed to them. 


National Christian College Day—April 15—will find the Going-to-College Hand- 
book made-to-order for it. Some churches have achieved a 100% goal every year 
for ten years—providing the Handbook for all high school and all college young 
people in the church and/or community. 


NOW .- - - before April 15 


GOING-T0-LOLIERF 


You gave it to your college young 
people last fall; now give it to all 
those in high school. 


Many churches supplied this book to their college- 


bound young people last August; some presented it to 


HERE IS WHAT IT OFFERS: 


Lists of all Presbyterian colleges 
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Wise counsel about: 


Making Friends; 


their high school young people, as we urged them to do; 
others have secured copies and distributed them all 


through the year. But there are still others who have 


Books to Read before 


waited for some such opportunity as the coming April 15. 


Drinking; 
Studying; 
Do not let your church miss a good opportunity to put 
this helpful handbook into the hands of ALL your high 


school young people. 


Comic Books; 
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Campus Clothes; 
Faith vs. Facts; 


Entering College. 


How Far to Go with 
the Crowd; 


“If I Were a Student in College 
Today”—deMille, Gildersleeve, 
Cousins, Sockman, Wishart. 
etc., efc. 


MAKE SURE that your young 
people get this book. Make a per- 
sonal check on your church’s situa- 
tion if you are one of these individ- 
uals: 

e PASTOR 


e EDUCATION SECRETARY 
(W.0O.C.) 
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PRESIDENT 
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